Heritage and Territorial Identity:Toys, Childhood and Father Christmas Across Europe
On 5th and 6th June 1997, the first European Congress on Toys and Childhood was held at Moirans-en-Montagne, capital of the French toy industry in the heart of the Jura, at the initiative of the Moirans-en-Montagne Toy Museum, the Lapland Provincial Museum in Finland and the Valencia Toy Museum in Spain.
The congress brought together researchers, museum officials, toy librarians and collectors, and focused on the themes of toys and childhood. Three transverse approaches were adopted, each reflecting the ambition to create a European Federation of Toy and Childhood Museums.
The first part looked at the unchanging and changing aspects of childhood as expressed by toys. The second part considered the imaginary link connecting the mythical personages of Father Christmas, Saint Nicholas and the Magi to the world of toys; is there a future for these "toy distributors"? The third and final part of the Colloquium addressed the toy as a product of an industrial culture and a local economic environment.
The contributions to the Congress, which were all of an excellent standard and which have been collected between the covers of this publication, bring out both the expectations raised and the opportunities offered by the creation of the Federation of Toy and Childhood Museums. Indeed, one of the purposes of this first Congress was to lay down the main avenues of work and research so that all can work together effectively within the Federation.
It was appropriate that the Congress should take place in Moirans, for this town of 2000 inhabitants lies at the heart of a dynamic, toy-manufacturing region. Thanks to its state-of-the-art companies, its laboratories conducting tests and establishing standards, its Toy Centre and its craftsmen specialising in traditional wooden toy manufacture, Moirans has secured the survival of a centuries-old tradition and at the same time ensured that the wooden and plastic toy sector adopts a modern and creative approach to the future.
It is hardly surprising, therefore, that Father Christmas should establish his French headquarters at Moirans-en-Montagne, and his toy depot in the Toy Museum itself!
In the light of all these elements, a congress on the themes of toys, childhood and Father Christmas appeared particularly opportune. Thanks to the efforts of all concerned, this Congress proved a resounding success.
