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The importance of this kind of encounter
From the point of view of researchers or specialists, the importance of a colloquium is that it brings their work to the notice of an audience attracted by the prospect of extending its knowledge in a field dear to its heart. It therefore offers a forum for people to meet and listen to each other and to exchange views.

 
A synergy born of discussion
Naturally, the interest of a colloquium springs from the topics discussed but it also stems from the way the proceedings are organised, and in particular the scope provided for establishing contacts with people from different horizons and cultural backgrounds. Professional relations and ties of friendship are cemented and help to give shape to discussions of work and human experiences. We may confidently assert today that the Moirans Colloquium has succeeded in offering us this rich experience. Numerous links have been forged between museums, researchers and participants and have helped to draw 14 countries, from Japan to Sweden and from Greece to Ukraine, closer together.

It is my sincere wish that these links will prove constructive, long-lasting and fruitful for all concerned.

 
The advantages of a federation and a network of museums
We observe that the interest and enthusiasm aroused by toys and childhood - aided and abetted by the new technologies which, once a passing fad, are now providing us with a formidable working and promotional tool - are stronger than distances and national borders. But these contacts and efforts are not on their own enough to guarantee the long-term effect of actions or to secure sustainable links. As was pointed out in the course of the second day, there is a clear need to create a federation, to harness energy and initiative. It is equally clear that such a federation corresponds to a growing demand on the part of toy and childhood professionals and specialists who are acutely aware of the danger of barricading themselves within their own walls, instead of seizing the chance to widen their domain to include Europe and then the whole world. It is essential that we grasp this opportunity now, otherwise we shall be condemned to make up for lost time tomorrow.

A first large-scale project is already bringing together eight European museums, each from a different Member-State. The "Cybertoy" project aims to introduce the European toy culture to members of the general public. Using a virtual exhibition on a CD-ROM support and the Internet, the project will present European toy collections together with details of manufacturing techniques and the specific features of each region. The most significant items of each partner will thus be "exhibited". By "significant" we mean not only what the object has contributed to the world of toys but also what it has done for the individual and his socio-cultural environment.

This site will inform visitors of the cultural, technical and economic restrictions weighing heavily on the European toy environment. It will also be a working tool for researchers wishing to increase their scientific knowledge of toys by consulting bibliographies and specialised directories.

This project would not have been possible without the confidence and enthusiasm shown by the persons encountered during this colloquium.

We wish to extend warm thanks to all those who contributed to and coordinated the debates for the excellent quality of their work. Thanks to the scope and interest of the talks, the audience was given a comprehensive picture of the reality and importance of toys and childhood.

We also wish to thank all participants for the large part they played in ensuring the success of this first edition, for the confidence they showed in this encounter, and for their interest in the subjects discussed.

Finally, a special word of thanks to all our partners for their belief and confidence in this project and in this region: The DG XVI and PACTE programme of the European Commission, the Franche-Comté Regional Board for Cultural Affairs, the Jura General Council, the Jura Sud District, The Town Council and Toy Centre of Moirans-en-Montagne and the Crédit Local de France.

Our thanks go to the local companies for the quality of their services and their flexibility: Pouillard Communication in Dôle, Hostellerie Le Lacuzon at Moirans, Restaurant le Brochevédère at Vaux-lès-Saint-Claude, Village Vacances Famille at Maisod, Transports Richard at Orgelet and Taxis Husson at Moirans.

Last but not least, a very warm thank-you to all the staff of the Toy Museum and Moirans Town Council for all their hard work and for making themselves so readily available.

We also wish to salute our partners in the PACTE project: the Museu Valenciano de Juguete of Ibi in Spain which relates the history, and displays the collection of the toy manufacturer Paya (and which will be organising the next colloquium on the same subjects), and the Lapland Provincial Museum at Rovaniemi in Finland where the wonderful world of Father Christmas’s home village is situated. For further information please contact the following addresses:

	M. José Pascual Sélles
Museu Valencia del Juguete
Aurora Pérez Caballero, 4
03440 Ibi (Alicante)
ESPAGNE
Tél : +34 6 655 02 26
Fax : +34 6 655 10 14
E-mail : rafag11362@webhouse.es
	Arja Hartikainen
Provincial Museum of Lapland
Pohjoisiranta 4
FIN-96200 Rovaniemi
FINLANDE
Tél : +358 60 322 2482
Fax : +358 60 322 3091
E-mail : arja.hartikainen@rovaniemi.fi


 

If you would like to know more about our own Toy Museum, please contact:

Musée du Jouet
5, rue du Murgin
F-39260 Moirans-en-Montagne
FRANCE
Tél. : +33 - (0)3.84.42.38.64
Fax : +33 - (0)3.84.42.38.97
E-mail : musee.jouet.moirans@wanadoo.fr
 
